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“Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if
you just sit there.” Will Rogers
Geoff van der Vliet | COLLEGE PRINCIPAL

One of the collective ideas for our college this year is to all give
our ‘personal best’. This concept is common in sport and music
where elite athletes and musicians keep striving to improve
aspects of their preparation, with the goal of reaching the
greatest performance possible. This ‘personal best’ approach is
also relevant to all areas of our personal and community life.
At NCC we set goals as part of our intention to continually
improve to build lives that matter, contribute to the greater good
and glorify God. As we desire for students to become the best
versions of themselves, the approach is all-encompassing as
teachers, support and administration staff and leaders all strive in
our calling.

for all students. In areas of pastoral care, we have a wonderful
community of caring staff, students, parents and guardians, but
we continually look for additional ways to grow a community
of connection, belonging and interdependence. NCC has
remarkably beautiful school grounds and facilities, but we
strive according to our value of stewardship and seek the best
environment, learning spaces and resources for our students.
Perhaps you are in the same habit of setting goals to strive for
your personal best. Regardless of how formal the process, let’s all
strive to give our best effort, to be the best versions of ourselves,
to give for the benefit of others and celebrate the necessary small
steps of continual improvement.

Will Rogers’ quote is a warning against complacency, as it has
been said that ‘good can be the enemy of best’. Rabbi Jonathon
Sachs has written about the Jewish principle that explains God
wanting us to be co-creators and partners with Him, recognising
that ‘what we have, we have from Him, but what we make of
what we have is up to us, our choices and our effort’. God
provides the basics, empowers those who submit to his will and
relies on us to bring about his purposes in the world at the right
time.

With prayer and kind thoughts for a lifetime of personal bests.

There are many aspects of NCC for which I am humbled and
immensely grateful. However, despite areas of strength, I don’t
think we’ve reached our personal best yet. Student performance
outcomes are continually improving and some already achieve
the highest possible results, but we continue to pursue the best
and most proven teaching methods for maximising learning

“Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9
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Sachs, Jonathan (2015). “Lessons in Leadership”.

Education

NCC education

On Ode to Learning
“Learning never exhausts the mind.” Leonardo da Vinci
In 1947, just after the Second World War, British mystery writer (and scholar) Dorothy L Sayers – the face that launched a thousand
Classical Education converts – addressed a group of Oxford students. During her talk, she asked, “Is not the great defect of our modern
education today [that] we fail miserably on the whole in teaching [our pupils] how to think: they learn everything except the art of
learning?”.[1] Seventy years on, educators wrestle with the same notion: how to love learning.
At Nambour Christian College, our Middle School aims to foster a love of learning. We value the best that has been thought and
said, creating classrooms full of deep knowledge, wonder and investigation. Our teaching practices reflect a steadfast belief in high
expectations for all students. And the research is clear: teachers with high expectations lead to higher levels of student engagement,
motivation and self-efficacy.[2]
Hearth and home also cultivate the richness and excitement of learning. As educators, we are often asked how families can best
support their young person’s progress in Middle School. The shift from primary schooling years into high school often feels as if parents’
and carers’ roles have changed, yet the family remains the first educator.

Love great books (and poems) – literacy – Read good books. Dedicate a Saturday evening (digital detox
night!) to classic book night, encouraging our adolescents to read aloud. Read together. Read books that
stretch everyone’s comfort level. Memorise an Australian ballad. Recite sonnets.
Love numbers – mathematics – Recite, chant, sing and memorise the times tables (on the trampoline,
playing basketball). Often our students will struggle in Middle School maths because there are gaps in
their remembering of times tables. Play games that reinforce number sense: Equate, Monopoly.
Love all creatures (and landscapes) great and small – science and
geography – Place a great, glorious (world) map on the wall in
the family-frequented area of the home. Reference it during dinner
discussions. Invest in a telescope as a ‘family gift’. Learn the scientific
names of the plants (and insects!) in the backyard; know the names of
the trees that line the street.
Love (true) stories of people and places – history – Watch some
interesting documentaries (with popcorn) about great men and women
and how they shaped the world we live in today. Read biographies.
Visit local museums. Take a trip to Brisbane to view exhibitions.
The warp and woof of learning blends together the influences of home and school.
And once school books close for good and uniforms are folded away, we hope that our
students will continue to feed their curiosity and be lifelong learners always.
Karina Hepner
Head of Middle School
[1] Sayers, Dorothy L (1947). “The Lost Tools of Learning”.
[2] “How to develop high expectations learning”. The Education Hub.
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Class of 2010 & Class of 2012

Rohan & Shelley (Brown)
Ward
After many years of knowing each other through school and church since they were both young, Rohan and Shelley became engaged
in December 2016 and married in April 2017 at Solothurn Retreat, Reesville with an outdoor ceremony. Included in the bridal party
were three former NCC students including Shelley’s two sisters, Rebecca Thorstensen (Brown) and Kristy Sierra (Brown) and Rohan’s
brother, Ben Ward. Many of our wedding guests were also past NCC students.
Since leaving school, Rohan has gone on to complete a Master of Physiotherapy Studies at the University of Queensland following a
Bachelor of Sports and Exercise Science at the University of the Sunshine Coast. He now practices physiotherapy at a private clinic on
the Sunshine Coast. He is also a qualified Sports Trainer and is working towards becoming a Titled Sports Physiotherapist.
Earlier in 2018, Shelley became a published author, writing a non-fiction book for teenage
and young adult girls. The book is called ‘Satisfiction’ and it covers topics of life, love and
relationships, with a focus on finding contentment in Jesus Christ. Satisfiction is available
at a range of bookstores including Koorong,
Amazon and Barnes & Noble. Shelley is
continuing her writing career, blogging and
working on new books to publish in the
years to come. Her blog and details about
her book can be found at www.shelleyward.
com
When asked to reflect on their time at NCC,
Rohan and Shelly responded, “We’re both
very grateful for the years of schooling we
had at NCC, with the supportive teachers
and staff and the amazing opportunities.
We would like to say a big thank you to
all the staff for creating such a wonderful
schooling environment and instilling many
values and skills that we are still drawing on
today.”
If you have a story you wish to share with the
NCC community, we would love to hear from
you info@ncc.qld.edu.au or find us on Facebook.
4
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Class of 2004

Pia Benaud
Dr. Pia Benaud – Exeter University UK
College: College of Life and Environmental Sciences
An interest in understanding our interactions with and impacts on the natural
environment led Pia to a BSc in Environmental Science, at Griffith University.
Through pursuing the ‘natural resource science’ major Pia developed a particular
interest in the use of natural processes to mitigate land degradation and catchment
management issues. Pia then went on to enrol in the Griffith School of Environment
Honours Program, wherein her research formed part of an academic and industry
based project, investigating the suitability of phytocovers for landfill management, in
Australia.
Following her undergraduate studies, Pia spent two years working as a Research
Technician for Professor Richard Brazier and his team, at the University of Exeter.
During this time she worked on the South West Water funded ‘Mires Restoration
Project’ and on a Wessex Water funded project investigating the impact of moorland restoration on water quality in Nutscale
Reservoir.
In 2018, Pia finished a PhD in Physical Geography, at the University of Exeter. Her PhD explored some of the multiple techniques
available for developing an understanding of soil erosion in the UK, and was supported by the Defra-funded research project:
SP1311 - Piloting a cost-effective framework for monitoring soil erosion in England and Wales.
Currently Pai is conducting research in support of the SWW funded ‘Mires Restoration Project’ combining field measurements
of vegetation diversity and carbon fluxes with remote and proximally sensing data, to build an understanding of a degraded
and actively eroding peatland. In the summer of 2018, she established monitoring sites for a Sphagnum reintroduction trial on
Exmoor.

Class of 2006

Abigail Benaud
Executive Producer for Grant, Ed & Ash on 2DayFM Breakfast.
Previously the Guest and Talent producer for Australia’s most popular radio show
‘The Kyle and Jackie O Show’ on KIIS 1065. Abigail has always had a passion
for the entertainment industry and began producing commercial breakfast
radio in 2012. Abigail enjoys the early starts aswell as a fast paced and dynamic
environment and the continuous strive to create new, compelling, fun, relatable
and content.
Career Quick Facts:
•

Bachelor of Media & Communications with minors in Public Relations/
Entertainment/Music

•

August 2012 Executive Producer, 4KQ’s Breakfast Show

•

September 2013 transferred to Sydney, Producer, 106.5FM Breakfast Show

•

December 2013, Guest and Talent Producer, ‘The Kyle and Jackie O Show’
on Kiis 1065, they Executive Producer, Breakfast Crew, Stav, Abby & Matt
B105.
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Oliver West
Graduates
as NCC’s
Youngest
Student Ever.

Class of 2008

10 Year School
Reunion
The graduating class of 2008 got together for their
ten year reunion in October 2018.
Some travelled from near, on the Coast
or Brisbane, and one from afar from the
other side of the country, and we had
a great time! Seventeen of our Class of
2008, kicked the afternoon off with a
couple of casual rounds of lawn bowls at
the Mooloolaba Bowls Club. Some past
students gave credit to the good old days
of lawn bowls for Friday sport for their
efforts on the day.
Then we headed to the Good Bar
Mooloolaba for a well-earnt feed and
more good conversations and laughs.
It’s been ten years and many friendships

“You share a fair bit with those
you go through highschool
together, and for me the best
part about NCC was that you
knew everyday you’d get to
hang out with your mates.” she
goes on to add, “I’m really glad
were were able to catch up
again after so long, moments
of reflection like this keep our
memories and friendships
close.”
Kathryn Fowler
Reunion Organiser
6
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have stayed strong. A lot has changed for
most of us but getting together proves
good friendships and memories are
somethings always worth holding on to.
Who attended: Kathryn Fowler, Ellen
Moore plus bub and husband, Josiah
Chapman, Jordan Innes, Simon Cox,
Aleesha Tucker, Dave Vetier, Hannah
Beazley, Jesse Beard, Ellen Read (and bub),
Sam White and Jess White (Hirsimaki),
Kieran Lutze, Maija Kanowski and
husband, Tiffany Lee, Annaleise Evans and
Dalton Schloss and wife Holly.

At just 15 years,
seven months and 16
days young, Oliver
West, Year 12 student
graduates from NCC.
Not only is he the youngest graduate
to date, clearly Oliver is a hard-working
and diligent student, placing in the top
six achievers for his cohort. He topped
some of his subjects, receiving many
certificates at Senior School Speech
Night in 2018.
Oliver was a member in the NCC
Chess Team that dominated the
region, winning the title of Champion
Secondary School at the Sunshine Coast
Regional Chess Championships. Oliver
also participated in many co-curriular
offerings at NCC including a role as one
of the brothers in the college Musical
- Joseph and Technicolour Dreamcoat
performed in April last year.
Oliver was the recipient of an OP 1, one
of six students (12% of the cohort) to
receive this outstanding result.
Oliver is currently attending a university
in Brisbane.

NCC Alumni

Living life as the adventure that it
ought to be is a dream that many aspire
to, but few fulfil. Finding the balance
between stable career, nourishing
relationships and exploring a world of
wonders seems almost impossible, until
you speak with Tristan Heath.
Class of 2002

Tristan Heath
Since graduating from NCC as Senior Dux in 2002, Tristan has been
striving for adventure.
Following school, Tristan completed his Bachelor of Science
(Optometry) in 2006 and, inspired by his love for the outdoors,
relocated to Tasmania. Whilst his career kept him both engaged
and secure, possibly the greatest of gifts it afforded him was the
ability to pursue his other life passion, rock-climbing.
His love of climbing and exploring the world from a different
perspective, most notably thousands of feet from the ground, has
taken Tristan to some of the most wild and spectacular locations
around the globe. From Alpamayo in Peru, to ‘The Nose’ on El
Capitan in Yosemite, USA, and even free soloing Mt Aspiring in
New Zealand, Tristan’s love for climbing and mountaineering has
been a defining factor in his life and represents years of planning,
training, sacrifices, and plenty of injuries.
Indeed, rock-climbing and extreme risk go hand in hand: qualities
that did not follow Tristan into his work-life. On paper he reads as a
voracious learner, ever striving for knowledge and inspiration and,
building on his career as an optometrist, he completed his Masters
of Applied Finance in 2012, and Graduate Certificate in Ocular
Therapeutics in 2018.
Proving that life never stops being an adventure, earlier this year
Tristan began studying his Doctor of Medicine, stating, “…I have
been thinking a little more about what I would like to do for
the rest of my life. Medicine seems engaging, challenging and
altruistic…”
As a full-time student once again, Tristan is reminded of his days
at NCC, and the welcoming environment it provided to support his
ambitions.

“NCC provided a safe environment where
I could be myself. Being academically
focussed was not an issue at NCC like it
can be in other environments. The cohort
were caring and kind. I look back at the
nurturing environment that NCC provided
with gratitude.”
And whilst there are no current plans to conquer any new
mountains, with a new career on the horizon, a coast full of
waves to surf and full, supportive community and extended family
surrounding him, it seems Tristan has plenty to be grateful for.

HARVEST Winter 2019 | 7

NCC Alumni

Class of 1998

20 Year School
Reunion

Left to right -Andrew Best, Alana Herbstreit (now Alana
Underwood), Jodi Parsons (now Jodi Quick) Ben Underwood,
Cressida Monypenny (front) Melissa Wilbraham, (behind), Jemma
Adams (front) Amos Bartle, Kayne Bradshaw, Elise O’Connor
(now Elise Kocho), Ryan Smart, Joel Sampson, Angela Griffiths
(now Angela Melish)

We had a lovely afternoon at Kawana Waters Hotel in late 2018.
Some of us had kept in touch but others we hadn’t seen in 20 years!
Faces were recognised as soon as they arrived and we had so much to
chat about and we talked about school days and all of our memories.
Emma Fox (Dengate)

Jemma Adams

I have three daughters, my eldest, Lilliahna, will be graduating
high school this year. I have become a teacher and work at
Wheatlands State School, at a little country school West of
Gympie. We have built a family home in the quaint town of
Wondai where I live with my two youngest daughters, Isabella
and Olivia and my partner Matthew.

I am a librarian with a daughter.

Angela Griffiths (Mellish)

Jodi Quick (Parsons)

I have been busy raising a family of three and working in the
family business.

I have had five children, two who have attended NCC. I have
studied PR and now am a nurse working at Sunshine Coast
University Hospital.

Elise O’Connor (Kocho)
I have had five children, moved to Kilcoy and am an event stylist.

Joel Sampson
Lived in Brisbane, London, Sydney, Melbourne and Singapore.
Moved to Shanghai in April 2019. Currently an interior designed
for C Hassell Studio.
8
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Andrew Best
I am married with three wonderful daughters, living on the
Sunshine Coast and am a English and Film and TV teacher in high
school.

Cressida Moneypenny
I lived in London for two years and travelled alot of Europe
and Africa, lived on the Gold Coast for 16 years and become
a registered nurse 16 years ago. I’ve finished my Masters in
Emergency Nursing 11 years ago and work as an emergency
nurse. I have an 18 month old daughter.

NCC Alumni

Class of 2017

Riley Clegg
We recently heard from Riley.
“I started 2018 year off by not knowing
exactly what I wanted to do. I got
offered a month long volunteer role as a
recreational team member at the Athlete’s
Village at the Commonwealth Games. This
inspired me to start a University course
in Business (Tourism, Leisure and Event
Management) mid last year.
While I am studying, I have been gaining
experience at events such as Uni Games in the Gold Coast and Brisbane and
the Sunshine Coast Marathon, Pan Pacific Master Games, and Brisbane Bullets
Basketball Club. I’ve been working casually at various events. I’ve been offered
multiple internships which I look forward to pursuing. Once I have finished my
course, I look to hopefully gain a role at the 2022 Commonwealth Games at
Birmingham.”

NCC in Learning

No Limits to
Learning
“I’m no good at math!”
“He is so smart in science.”
How many times have we heard or said
words to that effect?
The problem with this type of language
for learning is that it perpetuates a
myth: that intelligence is fixed. The
definition of intelligence is the ability to
learn new things and the ability to apply
knowledge. And that ability is not fixed.
In fact, advances in neuroscience
show that the brain is malleable. This
plasticity means that with practice new
connections in the brain can develop
and existing ones can be strengthened.
In an article Carol Dweck wrote for the
Harvard Business Review she describes
people with a growth mindset as:
“Individuals who believe their talents can
be developed (through hard work, good
strategies, and input from others) have
a growth mindset. They tend to achieve
more than those with a more fixed
mindset (those who believe their talents
are innate gifts).”

What does having a growth mindset
mean for our students and our teachers?
It means it is okay for something to
be hard, but it is not okay to give up
because you believe you’ll never learn it.
It means that effort counts.
It means that obstacles are actually
opportunities for learning.
It means that feedback is more important
than ever.
It means changing our language when it
comes to our learning.
At Nambour Christian College we believe
that all students can make progress
and we will continue to build a growth
mindset culture in our classrooms. We
want our students to try, and keep on
trying.

NCC in Music
Class of 2018

Benjamin
Lau
Last year while a Year 12 student,
Ben Lau won a Fanfare (composing)
competition run by Artology. The
competition accepted entries from
students up to 21 years of age. He
was one of eight students chosen
from around Australia. Ben flew
to Sydney for a series of mentoring
sessions with some of Australia’s
most prolific composers. He also had
the opportunity to watch the studio
recording of his work.
The original Fanfare he composed
will now replace the call bells at the
Sydney Opera House.
His composition has been recorded by
the Australian Youth Orchestra and it
was premiered at QPAC at 11am on
Monday 4th March, 2019. It was also
played at the Arts Centre Melbourne,
the Adelaide Festival Centre, the Art
Gallery Society of NSW and the Perth
Concert Hall.
You can read more about Ben’s
composition here https://artology.
org.au/portfolio-item/meet-the-201819-fanfare-composers/ and view
the recording of Ben’s composition
here https://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=SUHpkVZYNOM
This year, Ben started studying a
Bachelor of Music in Composition at
the Queensland Conservatorium of
Music.
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For Mikaela Schaffer, there was
no questioning her future career
in accounting, after discovering a
passion for the subject in her senior
years at NCC.
Class of 2013

Mikaela Schaffer
The 2013 graduate remembers fondly, her time at NCC, and
credits the College for preparing her for post-school life,
through discipline, team and relationship building, and nurturing
confidence in herself to push for her dreams.
Mikaela received the Accounting Award at NCC and, spurred on
by her joy and aptitude for the subject, she went on to complete
a Bachelor of Commerce Accounting at the University of the
Sunshine Coast in 2018.
It was here, studying the thing that she loved, that Mikaela met
the love of her life, Dominic.
“We started dating in our second year of University and are now
engaged to be married this September.” The two graduated in
April this year together, with Mikaela being honoured with a
University Commendation for Academic Excellence.
With a fulltime job as the accountant at Matthew Flinders
Anglican College, a graduation, a wedding, and a trip to Europe
planned in 2019, the Sunny-Coast local is looking forward to a
year of adventures.
When asked how she keeps such a fine balance, Mikaela
responded,

“I absolutely love where I work… and I
always try to make time for family, friends
as well as time for myself. Living on the
Sunshine Coast also makes this easy as
there are so many beautiful places around
here to help unwind and relax.”
Mikaela is hoping to continue her studies towards her CPA in
2020 and go on to become a Certified Practicing Accountant.

Class of 2006

Ashleigh
Hoeksema
Introducing Ashleigh Hoeksema, Nambour Christian
College’s Pastry Chef.
Ashleigh is a past student of NCC (graduating in 2006)
who at the age of 20, moved to Sydney to work for the
king of desserts, Adriano Zumbo.
With her heart set on opening her own business one
day, 15-year-old Ashleigh undertook six months of work
experience at a patisserie at Alexandra Headland, before
embarking on a four-year pastry chef apprenticeship in
Coolum Beach. Possessing a natural talent, her boss
encouraged her to enter a few competitions and in her
second year, she was named “Queensland Apprentice of
the Year”.
Ashleigh spent a year with Zumbo, “He put me in charge
of macarons, which was pretty amazing because that was
what he was famous for,” she says. “That’s where I learnt
to make macarons and we would make crazy amounts –
5000 to 6000 in one day, in batches of 1000. Each batch
took an hour to make and then we had to pipe it. We did
12-hour days, but I learnt a lot which added an invaluable
addition to my resume. This lead to a job as Sous-Chef
at Sokyo at The STAR Casino - in Sydney, where she was
able to create Japanese-inspired flavours in French-inspired
desserts.
Still with the drive to open her own cafe, Ashleigh went
on to work as assistant manager of a popular Bondi cafe,
rounding out her experience with back- and front-ofhouse operations. In 2015, she returned home to the
Sunshine Coast where she opened her own business, the
“Nambour Social” in the heart of Nambour and a year
later opened a patisserie across the road. Ashleigh started
at NCC in 2018 and is assisting students to achieve their
dreams in the hospitality industry.
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SHALOM Fitness Price List 2019
ADULT PRICES
(p/wk)**
Gym/Class Membership
Base Gym

$ 11.00

add classes

$ 16.00

add classes & PT

$ 48.00

10 x Pack

Class

Gym

$ 100.00

Class

$ 100.00
Adult Casual Visits

Gym

$ 15.00

$ 15.00
Personalised Programs

$ 80.00 Each (incl x2 PT)

shalomfitness@ncc.qld.edu.au
PHONE 07 5451 3381

NCC’s education is built on three foundations;

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT,
SCHOLARSHIP AND
COMMUNITY
With impressive facilities across
Junior, Middle and Senior Schools,
students grow through a diverse learning
program and caring environment.
We invite you to attend our

PRINCIPAL’S TOUR
WED 21 AUG & THU 17 OCT
9:15AM - 10:30AM

to hear Mr Geoff van der Vliet speak about
how we provide
SECURITY, SUPPORT and SUCCESS
for every student.
Included is a tour of our facilities followed
by morning tea with staff in our cafe.

S E C U R I T Y. S U P P O R T. S U C C E S S .

BOOKINGS ENCOURAGED
www.ncc.qld.edu.au

www.ncc.qld.edu.au
2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559 | Call us today 5451 3333 | enrolments@ncc.qld.edu.au
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Class of 1995

Daniel Neil

Class of 2016

Maddison Lanham
For some, the path beyond high school can seem straightforward. For
others, like Maddison Lanham, it can take some time to discover your
true calling, and in her particular case, a calling of great responsibility and
breathtaking possibility.
Following her graduation from NCC in 2016, she began studying a
Bachelor of Science at the University of Queensland. It was here, during
Maddison’s first year, that she discovered her passion for genetics and
resolved to pursue a career as a Clinical Geneticist. On what drew her to
the field, Maddison explained,

“I love genetics because DNA offers a code
explaining how life works… It is an exciting
field to be working in because it is so rapidly
developing and has potential to revolutionise
modern medicine.”
And it has certainly proved to be an exciting journey. Currently residing
in London on a student exchange through the University of Queensland,
Maddison has spent the last six months in a research internship with
the Institute of Molecular Biology, working with teams to design new
antibiotics to combat the increasing problem of antibiotic resistance.
Although the science has both inspired and captivated Maddison, it
is also the contentious moral and ethical debate surrounding genetic
modification that has her committed to paving her own pathway in the
industry.
Having completed her entire schooling journey through NCC, Maddison
credits the school for presenting a stable, Biblically-based worldview that
has guided her in developing and establishing her own moral standpoint,
stating, “I am aware of the grey areas that surround genetic editing and
I want to be involved so that I can help influence the field towards an
ethical future.”
In the meantime, Maddison is making the most of all the experiences
and opportunities life is throwing her way. The exchange program has
allowed her to gradually explore Europe, something that she draws
a great deal of satisfaction and enjoyment from. Getting lost in new
worlds, meeting new people from vastly different styles of life, and
learning about different cultures, compliments her studies and has only
increased her desire to use her knowledge to help those who need it.
And although the distance from home and demanding nature of her
work means that Maddison has to be mindful to maintain relationships
with family and friends, she admits that it takes priority.
“My family is incredibly important to me,” she adds, “their love and
support has made me who I am and gives me the confidence to take risks
that I might not have otherwise.”
12
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In life we all experience pivotal moments – events
which leave us explicably changed. For Daniel
Neil, a school mission trip to Fiji in his final year of
schooling shaped not only his career choices, but
his life and family values up until this day.
The 1995 NCC graduate returned from the trip
profoundly changed, noting, “… I saw people who,
compared to our Australian standards, had nothing
and yet were profoundly generous toward me,
towards our group, with the very little they had. It
changed me in ways that I wouldn’t realise for years
after.”
Inspired, and with a new-found thirst for working
with vulnerable and marginalised communities,
Daniel went on to study a Diploma in Youth and
Community Work (Christian) and later, a Bachelor
of Education (Primary).
Now working with Fusion Australia, a nondenominational Christian Youth and Community
Work organisation in Sydney, Daniel manages a
range of programs as well as devoting several hours
as Chaplain and Student Wellbeing Support worker
at a local high school.
And whilst the roles do not exactly fit the mould
of a nine-to-five job, Daniel is forever grateful of
the blessings he and his family have received in life,
including working in an industry he is passionate
about with the flexibility to work around his family.
Happily married to his wife, Kim, for fifteen years
and with two young sons. Daniel is no stranger
to prioritising the things that really matter – most
notably, the impact that a good, Christian school
can have on a young life.
“I loved my time at NCC,” Daniel explains, “and I
feel that it played a huge part in shaping my faith
and the way I put it into practice. I remember it
so fondly that we made the decision to send our
eldest son, who started high school this year, to
Pacific Hills Christian School, close to where we live
in Sydney. It reminds me so much of NCC and we
are already seeing him grow in his faith and as a
person.”

Sponsors
A BIG THANK YOU TO
OUR CARNIVAL UNDER
THE STARS SPONSORS
We are grateful for the support of
our sponsors of the 2018 Carnvial
Under the Stars, we wish to
ackowledge our Plantinum Sponsor Jasper Dental Care
Gold Sponsors Nambour RSL , Love and Partners
& GJ Gardner Homes
Silver Sponsors Sunshine Coast Commercial
Cleaners, Hinterland Life Coaching,
Profile Magazine
& A&P Autos Yandina
Bronze Sponsors Pumped Up Fun, Pride Cleaning
Facility Services, Bizfurn Express,
Hammond Optometry, Donna
Munroe, Nambour Gold Club,
Olive Tree Travel, Nambour Aquatic
Centre, Telstra Country Wide,
VIP Picture Framing.

FOR THE KIDS

Face Painting
Animal Nursery
Glow toys
Showbags
Games: Prize Punch,
Crazy Hair, Quacker
Wacker, Splat-a-Rat,
Beanbag Bout,
Balloon Bust,
Fireworks
R
FO
S
RIDE
6:30pm

UNDER PREP

12:00 - 6.30pm - Saturday 10th August 2019

Free Rides Offer for Under Prep’s

’S

Super Slider
des
Mini Jeep Ri
lls
Hamster Ba
Dartball
stle
Jumping Ca
urse
Obstacle Co
Slot Cars

We are offering your under Prep aged children FREE access to
age-appropriate rides at our Carnival. Present this flyer to the
rides booth on the day, and you will be issued with a ride band
entitling your child to ride free for up to six hours. You can
purchase additional ride tickets for other children if required.
Loads of fun for the whole family.

FOR EVERYONE

Delicious hot
& cold food
Cafe - coffee & cake
Market stalls
’s
Books, Records, DVD
Second-hand items
Silent & Cent Auction
Entertainment
Pot plants
Food hampers
Fresh produce
Conserves

NAMBOUR CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

www.ncc.qld.edu.au

2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559 | (07) 5451 3333
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NCC History

History of carnivals
The tradition of annual carnivals at NCC dates back quite early in
school history. These have always been a highlight of the school
calendar, as the Carnivals were not only a great fund-raising
tool but also provided an excellent opportunity for the school
community to pull together and have a lot of fun along the way.
Within four years of the establishment of the school, a Parents
and Friends committee was established. The inaugural committee
consisted of parents - Dr Williams, Doug and Lorna Birrell, Ian
Roberts, Esther Fabok, Glenys Mayers, Denise Warwick, and Peter
Mayers and staff - Matthew Baker and Alan May (Principal).
The early carnivals were themed, the first carnival was in 1984
with the theme of a 'Spring Fair'. Then 1985 it was a 'Winter
Carnival', 1989 saw a 'Medieval Market', and in 1991 an 'August
Fair'. A real highlight was the Bicentennial year in 1988 with a
matching Bicentennial theme. In 1993 a Spring carnival theme
saw many clowns and fun characters all around the school
grounds, funds raised that year totalled $12,000.
As there was not a suitable area for a carnival in the early years,
the carnivals were held in Petrie Park. But within a few years, a
major working bee one weekend saw the development of what is
now the Junior School oval, which had turf laid on the whole area
in one day. This then provided an ideal venue for the carnivals.
Later as the school developed a separate Secondary campus, the
event was held in the high school area and utilised classrooms
as an alternative to the many tents and marquees which were
previously needed.
One of the highlights of carnivals has always been the dunking
machine. The victim/volunteer is suspended on a small seat above
a large tank of (often freezing) water. When successfully hit by a
fall thrown by a keen customer, a mechanism released, the seat,
whihc dropped away and the volunteer was ‘dunked’.
The fundraising aspect of carnivals over the years cannot be
overstated. The monies raised has been used to enhance many
key aspects of the College as it has grown, including the purchase
of buses, scholarships for students on service trips, supporting
gifted sportsmen and women, purchase of equipment for the
school such as laminating machines for the library, support of
the school tuckshops and much more. We take this opportunity
to thank all those parents who contributed their time, gifts and
resources to make this College the wonderful place it is today.
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Class of 2017

Oscar Noble
After taking a gap year to travel
through Canada, undertake work
experience in three different
industries and work in the
real estate sector, Oscar has
begun a Bachelor of Commerce
(Accounting) with the help of an
esteemed USC scholarship.
Dux of 2017 graduating class and OP1 recipient, Oscar was
one of six high achieving students at University of Sunshine
Coast to be awarded the Thompson Excellence Scholarship in
March 2019.
Oscar enjoys surfing, tennis, motorbike riding and golf, said
he choose to study accounting because he’s always had an
interest in the systems of accounting and business. Although,
he is not entirely sure of what he will do long-term, Oscar says
he “sees accounting as a useful degree that I will be able to
apply to my own business and entrepreneurial endeavours”.
We wish Oscar all the best with his future studies and look
forward to hearing where his studies will take him.
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Stay in Contact with
NCC

NCC Alumni
Facebook
Page
This is a group for all previous students of
Nambour Christian College, created to connect
NCC Alumni with the College community
and to allow for greater networking. College
events and annual reunions will also be
advertised here.
Please invite your fellow Alumni to join this
page, and stay up to date with College news.
Alumni are welcome to post their
achievements, news, information and school
photos on this page.

NCC Past
Students
Association
(NCCPSA)
Giving early swimmers
an advantage

NCC past students are an integral part of our
community and we welcome their continued
involvement in, and support of, College life.
All former students are automatically life
members of our Past Students Association,
and we encourage them to not only keep us
up to date with their contact details, but also
to inform us of any items of interest that can
be shared with the College community.
Past students can advise the College of
any relevant details by accessing the NCC
Community - Alumni page on our website ncc.
qld.edu.au or by emailing us at: alumni@ncc.
qld.edu.au

Did you know
that we offer
morning baby
classes?

of
We have a range
classes
different baby
all designed to
6
e
MON +
build confidenc
TH S
in the water.

Want to organise a reunion for your year level?
Let us know as we can assist with contact
details, venue and costs. For more information,
or if you have information which may be of
interest to NCC Alumni, please email alumni@
ncc.qld.edu.au

www.nccearlyswimmers.com.au
34 McKenzie Road, Woombye p: 5451 3340

www.ncc.qld.edu.au
/nambourchristiancollege

CONTACT DETAILS
Nambour Christian College
PO Box 500, Nambour QLD 4560
2 McKenzie Road, Woombye QLD 4559
P (07) 5451 3333 E info@ncc.qld.edu.au

